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Third-year biology student Ami Emeri paints faces Thursday evening during the Read Across
Carolina event, which celebrated what would have been Dr. Seuss’ 106th birthday.

2010 Football Preview
Spring football training
has begun with promising
new recruits and high
hopes for the new
season.

See page 9

Grade schoolers
celebrate Seuss
Local elementary
students turn out
for reading day
Taylor Cheney
STAFF WRITER

In honor of Dr. Seuss’
birthday this week,
USC students celebrated
h is cher ished work by
participating in the second
annual Read Across
Carolina Thursday night

Oscar Mania!
Mix editor Jimmy Gilmore
walks you through
everything you need to
know about Sunday’s
Academy Awards.

See page 6

Tete a tete

Fourth-year
print journalism
student

(803) 777-3914
(803) 777-7726
(803) 777-7182
(803) 576-6172

Mix

Senators say too few students
use night spot shuttle service
to warrant yearly cost
ASSISTANT NEWS EDITOR

Wood

ST. PAT’S

St. Pat’s in 5 Points
Heading back to Columbia
for the favorite green
holiday of the year? The
Daily Gamecock will be in
5 points for the festivities.
Look for us!

Online @

www.DailyGamecock.com

to get interested in reading.
“In college, we consider
reading to be f u n and I
want students to see how
important it is to love to
read,” said the fourth-year
element a r y educat ion
student.
Forest Heights secondg rader Ky r ie Bel l ca me
to his f irst Read Across
Carolina with his mom and
older sister, Kiarah. Kyrie
says he’s a big fan of Dr.
Seuss.

Dustin Glendinning / THE DAILY GAMECOCK

Fourth-year elementary education student Valerie Samples
gives away prizes at a raffle Thursday evening in Capstone.
“My f avor it e b o ok i s
‘One Fish, Two Fish, Red
Fish, Blue Fish,’” he said. “I
liked the dancing too.”
Each st udent who

attended was given a free
book, free pizza and a free
pencil. Face-painting and
Seuss ● 4

SG rethinking Cocky’s Caravan
Josh Dawsey

Staying
home versus
traveling
abroad.
Staffers
elaborate on
the perks of
Richard
each.

See page 5

i n t he Russell House
ballroom.
Based off the National
Educat ion A ssociat ion’s
Read Across A merica on
March 2, Read Across
Carolina focuses invited
M id la nds element a r y
school students to celebrate
t he master stor y tel ler’s
106th birthday.
N E A state st udent
leader Jessica Graling said
she hopes the event will
encourage young students

After years of work, Student Government
leaders cut a large red ribbon and rode Cocky’s
Caravan for the fi rst time last fall.
But now leaders are reevaluating the program.
Some say it should be scrapped altogether in
lieu of a new program. Others say it needs more
advertising.
The shuttle, which carries students from
locations in Five Points and Vista to on-campus
housing locales on the weekends, was designed
by leaders to prevent drunken driving and latenight walks back to campus.
But the bus, which costs the organization

about $55,000 per year to operate, isn’t picking
up students. On a recent weekend in January,
less than 100 riders were shuttled from one
location to another. And those numbers are
higher than some weekends.
“It has to change. There’s no one looking at
the numbers right now and saying we’re getting
what we wanted to,” SG President Meredith
Ross said. “Whether that means we amp up the
advertising or do something different, I’m not
sure. My understanding is that it’s an awesome
service that not enough people know about.”
This summer, SG cut down bus hours hoping
to save money after deep budget cuts.
There are problems that plague the bus,
leaders adm it. Most st udent s don’t k now
about the bus, which looks almost like a citymaintained CMRTA vehicle.
There’s also a stigma that you can’t ride the
bus if you’ve been drinking because you’ll be
arrested, Ross said. That’s simply not true.

Organization leaders will meet with CMRTA
officials in the upcoming weeks to figure out
what’s next.
“It’s a step-by-step process,” Sen. Matt Ungar
said. “All solutions the people are suggesting
are extremely valid. But we need to talk to
CMRTA. They’re the experts on the situation,
and we’ll put the decision more in their hands
than our own.”
During the recent election season, multiple
candidates for executive office proposed a taxi
system. Instead of a bus riding a route for the
entire evening, it would pick up students from
downtown locations or off-campus apartment
complexes on the weekend.
A plan written by current SG Vice President
Alex Stroman during his campaign for student
body president would partner the University
with a local taxi cab company. Students could
Caravan ● 4

Journalism students to experience ‘Homeless in Columbia’
Paul Bowers, Matt Wolfer
will spend days on street
despite mugging
Colin Jones

THE DAILY GAMECOCK

Paul Bowers has never experienced
real hunger.
Nor has he ever felt the cold or
loneliness that comes with living on
the streets. He has never stood in line
for a meal or slept under an overpass.
But during spring break, the thirdyear print journalism student will
venture onto the streets to see what it’s
like to be homeless in Columbia.
Bowers, who will be joined by
his roommate, fourth-year visual
communications student Matt Wolfer,
will document his experiences on The
Huffington Post. He was contacted
by one of its bloggers, Jose Antonio
Vargas, who had heard about Bowers’
work in Africa with The New York
Times’ Nicholas Kristof last summer.
The pair planned on spending the
entire week in the streets but after
being mugged last month, things
changed. Bowers and Wolfer will now

Colin Jones / THE DAILY GAMECOCK

Third-year print journalism student Paul Bowers will spend Sunday through
Tuesday of spring break homeless while blogging for the Huffington Post.
only spend Sunday through Tuesday
on the streets with a few homeless
friends.
During their time experiencing
homelessness, Bowers and Wolfer
hope to soak up and document the
experiences of Columbia’s homeless

citizens.
“We want to look, for instance,
at the process of obtaining a photo
ID when you start with nothing,”
Bowers wrote on his blog. “We’ll talk
to some families about the impact of
homelessness on the home front.”

After Tuesday, the pair will approach
the subject from a more journalistic
standpoint. They will collect video
interviews and explore the community
as reporters not participants.
Bowers and Wolfer will step out of
their apartment March 7. Throughout
the days that he is in the street, Bowers
will blog from the Richland County
Public Library, where he said homeless
Columbians congregate during the
day.
They will have only the clothes
on their backs and backpacks with
notebooks and pens.
“Initially, I want to experience it as
anybody else would,” Bowers said. “I
know I will be missing some important
emotional elements, but I want to
know what that’s like.”
Bower s , who g re w up i n t he
Charleston suburb Summerville, said
that environment can leave you “kind
of isolated, kind of arrogant about
poverty.”
“I remember going to downtown
Charleston and seeing homeless guys,”
he said. “The first thing that pops
into your head is that he’s leaching off
Homeless ● 2
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LOCAL & WORLD NEWS
LOCAL

INTERNATIONAL

Legislators juggle budget cuts
As South Carolina legislators scrambled Thursday to
come up with ways to spare health care programs from
gut-wrenching budget cuts, they rushed to approve huge
breaks for businesses that include doing away with the
state’s corporate income tax.
The breaks won key approval with a 105-9 vote over the
objections of a handful of Democrats and will get routine
fi nal approval Friday before being sent to the Senate.
The state collects $167.9 million yearly in corporate
income taxes. That 5 percent tax rate yields the third
largest source of state taxes behind sales and individual
income taxes.
Beginning in July 2011, the state would cut $16.8
million from those collections and phase out the tax
entirely over 10 years. The legislation also provides
economic development incentives and gives the state
Commerce Department more money to close deals for
industries the state is recruiting.
But that 2012 fiscal year also will begin with a big
problem: Legislators expect they’ll have to come up with
ways to cut $1 billion in state spending as federal budget
stabilization money disappears.
House Ways and Means Committee Chairman Dan
Cooper said everyone wants to fi nd ways to spur economic
activity. “This will make South Carolina more attractive”
and generate jobs that will more than offset costs, he said.
“I hope it brings in way more revenue.”
Cooper said incentives will help a nuclear power plant
in Cherokee County and a biomass company in Sumter
County. Meanwhile, he says doing away with corporate
income taxes immediately for any company moving its
headquarters to the state should lure high-paying jobs.
The breaks come as human services programs are being
slashed. Legislators have been besieged with calls from
disabled residents and their advocates after Cooper’s
committee approved a $5 billion spending plan last week
that would end programs for nearly 26,000 people getting
help from the Department of Disabilities and Special
Needs.

Keri Goff / THE DAILY GAMECOCK

Chileans pin hopes on new pres.

Ben Margot / The Associated Press

Students block a gate at the University of California at Berkeley.

NATIONAL

University riots turn violent
BERKELEY, Calif. — Students carried out raucous rallies
on college campuses nationwide Thursday in protests against
deep education cuts that turned violent as demonstrators
threw punches and ice chunks in Wisconsin and blocked
university gates and smashed car windows in California.
At least 15 protesters were detained by University of
Wisconsin-Milwaukee police after as many as 150 students
gathered at the student union then moved to an administrative
building to deliver petitions to the school chancellor.
University spokesman Tom Luljak said campus police
allowed one person inside, but when she emerged, she
encouraged everyone to rush the building, he said.
The violence began when police tried to turn them away.
No serious injuries were reported.
The school was among dozens of nationwide campuses hit
with marches, strikes, teach-ins and walkouts in what was
being billed as the March 4th National Day of Action for
Public Education.
In Northern California, rowdy protesters blocked major
gates at two universities and smashed the windows of a car.
Protesters at the University of California, Santa Cruz
surrounded the car while its uninjured driver was inside.
Earlier, demonstrators blocked campus gates.
University provost David Kliger said there were reports of
protesters carrying clubs and knives, but Santa Cruz police
Capt. Steve Clark could not confirm those reports. No arrests
had been made.
An advisory posted on the school Web site urged people to
avoid the campus because of safety concerns.
At the University of California, Berkeley, a small group of
protesters formed a human chain blocking a main gate to the
campus. Later in the day, hundreds gathered for a peaceful
rally.
“We’re one of the largest economies in the world, and
we can’t fund the basics,” said Mike Scullin, 29, a graduate
student in education who plans to become a high school
teacher. “We’re throwing away a generation of students by
defunding education.”
Organizers said hundreds of thousands of students, teachers
and parents were expected to participate in the nationwide
demonstrations.

DICHATO, Chile — Chile’s earthquake and tsunami
smashed this pretty little tourist town into splinters,
leaving little more than immense piles of wreckage and
an awful stench. Rooting through the remains Thursday,
Dichato’s residents said they are pinning their hopes for
renewal on the new president, a conservative billionaire
who takes office next week.
Nothing short of mammoth reconstruction can return
Dichato to a semblance of what it was, and survivors here
— and throughout the disaster zone — said they’re hoping
President-elect Sebastian Pinera is up to the job.
“Chile is a country on the rise, economically strong, with
many businesses. And because of this we expected more”
of President Michelle Bachelet’s leftist administration,
said Amanda Ruiz, a secretary in a construction firm.
“We’re disillusioned.”
“I think he has the ability to do it,” said Luis Omar
Cid Jara, 66, whose bakery and roast chicken shop on
Dichato’s main street were destroyed.
Critics said Bachelet initially was reluctant to summon
the military to stop looting and deliver aid, given the
armed forces’ brutal repression of the Chilean left in the
past, especially during the 1973-1990 dictatorship of Gen.
Augusto Pinochet.
Pinera, who takes office March 11, stepped up his
criticism of the outgoing president. He called Thursday
for a sweeping modernization of Chile’s disaster system to
eliminate what he called “the lack of coordination and the
weaknesses that this tragedy has uncovered with brutal
eloquence.”
Pinera named new governors for the six hardest-hit
regions and told them to get to work even before his
inauguration.
His immediate priorities: Find the missing; ensure law
and order; restore utilities; and tend to the injured. Pinera
said his administration will work more closely with the
military on disasters than Bachelet, and he pledged to
rebuild “with the most modern and efficient standards.”
Bachelet, whose approval ratings were sky-high before
the quake, bristled at the criticism and insisted “Chile will
rise” from the devastation.

Natacha Pisarenko / The Associated Press

S.C. legislators met Thursday, voting 105-9 on legislation that
would phase out the state’s corporate income tax.

— The Associated Press

A home is partially submerged off the coast of Dichato,
Chile where a 8.8 magnitude earthquake struck Saturday.

Homeless ● Continued from 1
welfare or he’s just some drug addict.”
But arriving in Columbia as a USC freshman
in 2007, “I collided with a culture I have never
known,” he said. “For one reason or another
I started talking to people here and learning
their stories.”
The idea for t he project, “Homeless
in Columbia,” came to Bowers while at
a meeting for Campus Crusade for Christ,
an interdenominational Christian student
organization.
He said the past few years have been a
“process of reform” of his attitude in regard to
poverty, homelessness and what he should be
doing as a Christian.
Wolfer is excited about doing something “so
potentially influential and personally to realize
a little more about what it’s like for these
brothers and sisters to be put out,” he said.
While the idea of reporting on the homeless
is not new — Bowers said he is influenced by

Mike Yankoski’s “Under the Overpass” — he
said it is more about bringing awareness to an
overlooked topic in the area.
A January 2009 count from the South
Carolina Council on Homelessness found
853 homeless people in Richland County.
However, those who help the homeless, like
Christ Central Columbia Ministries Pastor
Sylvia Sylva, say that is severely understated.
Bowers is likely to learn “that we’re dealing
with people in a different world, a different
mindset,” she said. “And everybody don’t know
that; they just look down at homeless and poor
people as lazy people or drug addicts.”
Wayne Fields, executive director of the
Oliver Gospel Mission, a shelter for homeless
men, sa id Bowers’ ex per ience w i l l be
eye-opening.
“I commend him if he wants to do that
because he is going to run into some stuff he
didn’t bargain for,” Fields said.

Bowers and Wolfer had planned to avoid unfamiliarity with street life.
“One thing when you’re just hitting the
shelters for fear of taking room from those
who need it, but then the two were held up street, veterans [of being homeless] out there
at gunpoint in a Blossom Street park during can recognize him and tell that he is new,” she
a Feb. 20 trial run. Three men approached said. “Those are the people that they pick out,
Bowers and Wolfer at a gazebo and demanded and they’ll prey on those people.”
Fields said Bowers needs to understand he is
anything they had, but the pair had nothing
entering “a subculture of our society.”
on them.
“When they come here, we’re in control,” he
Bowers was slapped and Wolfer was hit
twice with the butt of a handgun. Shaken, they said. “What goes on when they’re not with us,
ran back to their apartment, and, after calling I don’t know.”
He said that doesn’t mean Bowers shouldn’t
the police, they blogged about it.
“Matt and I agree on one thing: We are do the project, just that he should be cautious.
“I wouldn’t say this is for everybody and
undeterred from this homeless project,”
Bowers wrote. “If anything, this was an I don’t want to be self-righteous about it,”
appropriate introduction to our upcoming Bowers said. “But I think for this particular
topic I’m not really going to get it unless I’ve
week on the streets.”
Sylva, whose work at Christ Cent ral walked a mile in someone else’s shoes.”
Columbia focuses on feeding and providing
jobs for the homeless, said Bowers should be Comments on this story?
wary of those who could take advantage of his E-mail sagcknew@mailbox.sc.edu

Want to help out Haiti over Spring
Break?
Visit the AMF Bowling Alley in Cayce for the Andrew Pinnock Celebrity Benefit for 2010
Haitian Earthquake Relief. The event will be held from 5 to 9 p.m. on Friday, March 12, and
goods and money will be collected for Haiti. Fomer Gamecocks who are now in the NFL
will donate items to be auctioned off. All proceeds will go toward The American Red Cross
and Harvest Hope Food Bank. Jason C. Anderson of JCA Marketing and Management is the
organizer of the event.

Some supporters are:
Travelle Wharton - Carolina Panthers
Lance Laury - Seattle Seahawks
Na’Shan Goddard - New Orleans Saints
Jonathan Goodwin - New Orleans Saints
Jasper Brinkley - Minnesota Vikings
Captain Munnerlyn - Carolina Panthers
Fred Bennett - Houston Texans
Johnathan Joseph - Cincinnati Bengals
Jared Cook - Tennessee Titans
Darren Sproles - San Diego Chargers
Rod Wilson - Tampa Bay Buccaneers
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Seuss ● Continued from 1
“Cat in the Hat”-inspired caps were also
available to interest all students in reading.
Promoting Read Across Carolina was
the Dean of the College of Education Les
Sternberg who read his favorite Seuss tale,
“Horton Hatches the Egg,” to the young
readers.
USC alumna Karen Petit also came to
introduce her children’s mystery series
inspired by her dog, Ivy. The fi rst book,
“The Mystery of the Screecher Creature,”
was published in 2006. Petit works in
USC’s Arnold School of Public Health and
with her fi fth book on the way, she said
she was honored to be chosen again for
the literary celebration. “Reading offers
so many possibilities,” she said. “It is the
heart of everything we do in life.”
Parents also came out to support the
reading cause. Katie Hardee attended
last year’s reading event in the Capstone
ballroom with her son Tony, a Nursery
Road elementary student, and was happy
Caravan ● Continued from 1
ride in cabs within a threemile radius of the Russell
House for free Friday and
Saturday evenings.
He said the Universit y
s h o u l d s c r a p C o c k y ’s
C a r a v a n a nd s p e nd it s
funding on the “Safe Ride”
system.
“The numbers show it’s

to be back at USC again.
“This gives him a chance to be read to
by other people besides his family and be
with other kids who love to read,” she said.
“Anything having to do with Carolina,
Tony loves.”
President Harris Pastides said he was
proud to host the nation-wide program
and hopes this not only gets young minds
interested in the written word, but the
University as well. “I’m excited to have
this at USC. I hope we see a lot of little
Gamecocks after this,” he said. “Reading
is the cornerstone of learning.”
Presenting the NEA’s Readers Oath
to young students, Pastides read: “So I
take this oath to make reading my way of
feeding my brain what it needs every day.”

Comments on this story?
E-mail sagcknew@mailbox.sc.edu

not work i ng,” St rom a n
said. “It was a good idea,
but as we look at t he
program, we’re spending
student fees on a program
that’s just not working.”
Regardless of the
outcome, Ros s sa id t he
Un iversit y w i l l prov ide
a safet y net for st udents
during t he wee hours of

the morning.
“ We see t he nu mber s
t hat are st r uggl i ng, but
we don’t know if that one
person who rode the bus
was a life saved,” she said.

Comments on this story?
E- m a i l s a g c k n ew @m a i l b ox.
sc.edu

APPLY FOR DANCE MARATHON EXEC
Dance Marathon will be accepting applications for the executive board
committee who will be planning Dance Marathon 2011 until Wednesday,
March 17.
The application and position descriptions can be found online at www.
uscdm.org. Applications should be handed into the Student Life Center
across from Einstein Bagels. Applicants should sign up for an interview
slot when handing in their application.
“Now that we have the new management team in place, we can’t wait
to find the rest of the students who will help us make 2011 the best year
yet,” said Ray Curbelo, overall director for Dance Marathon.
Every current student is encouraged to apply. Dance Marathon is looking
for applicants who are dedicated to raising money for the Children’s
Miracle Network with a wide variety of talents and interests.

From your friends at
The Daily Gamecock.

Visit us

@

www. dailygamecock .com
therapeutictouchmassage2008.com
Relax, rejuvenate & Learn • We come to you
• Special student rates
• Great for student groups,
organizations or events!
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TWITTER
NEWS: thegamecock
SPORTS: TDG_Sports
MIX: gamecockmix
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Tête à Tête
Spring break should be restful period;
have fun at home by hanging
with old friends, partying locally

Get as far as possible from parents, home
for spring break; grab some drinks,
find yourself a foreign beach

If your classes have looked a bit emptier than usual these
past few days — and you’ve seen this week’s Viewpoints
section — then you know spring break is upon us. Looking
around, I can almost feel everyone’s fingers itching for a
steering wheel, ready to point their cars to the closest beach
they can smell. Maybe the warmth hasn’t quite
caught up to us, but the exodus is ready; all we
need is some sunny, beer-filled promised land.
Getting caught in the frenzy is always
tempting, but you don’t have to submit to the
crowd. Not everyone fits the fist-pumping,
party-loving mold that this school holiday
creates every year. If it’s not your scene, it’s
Michael
not your scene, and there’s one option that
Lambert
everyone shrinks from like the plague: just
First-year
comparative
going home.
literature
I know, I know. The sound of those words
student
rings in your head like an empty can crushed
against a frat boy’s skull. Go home, when
everyone else is living it up in locales unknown? You’re
young, and you’re in college. Isn’t skipping spring break
against your DNA? But that’s just the point: you’re young,
and you’re in college. Staying here, going to classes, giving
every day of your four years working toward that elusive
diploma — our lives here take a serious toll on us. Add the
intensity of spring break, and you’re headed for a breakdown
somewhere down that “long and lonesome highway.” Spring
break should be exactly that: a break, a chance for us to rest,
relax and recuperate. Home for many of us still remains that
sanctuary, that far-off world where college-age lives and
college-age troubles leave us behind.
Perhaps the one thing unappealing about going home is
what’s already there: our families. I’ll admit that hearing your
mother nag at you about your sleeping habits or listening
to your father’s lectures won’t be any way to stay sane for a
week. But our families don’t have to dominate our holiday.
Meet up with some local friends who are still in town; if
anything, go see what’s happening at your local schools.
Why not give up the party that’s six hours away for the party
that’s down the road? You can have a good time while still
feeling like you’re in your comfort zone. You just have to be
resourceful.
What does the spring break vibe — getting wasted at the
beach, or elsewhere for that matter — have to offer to you,
anyway? A good time you can barely remember probably
isn’t a good time. The holiday atmosphere can threaten
your health, your relationships and your reputation. Why
would you willfully risk humiliation for just a wild night on
a sketchy Florida or Carolina beach? Choosing between one
week of peace versus a regret you might never shake, I think
I’ll pass on the regret. Don’t let the masses govern what you
do or change your idea of a good time. Do whatever makes
you happy, and consider one thing: You’ve got your entire
youth to do something incredibly fun and incredibly stupid.
But you don’t have to rush it. Live for your needs, and don’t
let someone else tell you what they are.

Spring break is here. Most college students think
they know what this term denotes. They don’t, because
many still decide to go home this time of year. Perhaps
if we break this concept up and analyze its individual
components, we’ll be able to better grasp what it means.
T he f i r st word is “spr i ng.” Spr i ng
connotes rebirt h, nat ure, grow t h and
warmth. It has snowed twice in Columbia
this winter — Hell has frozen over. We
need to get out of here. This spring break,
you need to head as far south as possible.
A re you from Georgia or Florida — is
home south for you? Sorry, that’s not south
Ryan
enough. I’m talking Mexico. From Mexico?
Quinn
Pack up, you’re going to Argentina. From
Second-year
Argentina? I hear the center of the Earth is
print
journalism
nice this year.
student
The second word is “break.” Break, not
“time to sit on your couch listening to
your mom nag and your dad force choke you with an
awkward lecture about wearing a condom while your
little brother defecates in your backpack.” That sentence
sound a little long to you? Run-on sentences are the
direct effect of not resting on a beach in Cancun over
break. Dealing with parents for two weeks doesn’t put
your mind in good condition for those return-frombreak essays.
Listen: home sucks. That’s why you left. You left the
stressful home environment to come to college so you
could learn better vocabulary than “sucks.” Yes, wild
spring breaks can be stressful, too. But home is stressful
and boring while spring break is stressful and fun.
In Tijuana , you may wake up with a stranger and
wonder “what the heck did I do last night?” But at home,
you wake up with your little brother drooling on your
shoulder and you know exactly what you did last night:
you played Scrabble with your grandparents. The girls
don’t go wild at home; their defi nition is drinking three
cans of Red Bull, listening to Miley Cyrus and totally
going nuts by getting a temporary tattoo. What a bunch
of skanks.
Your friends at home are also lame. Most go to the
local technical college and still think the bowling rink
is such a blast. There’s no local parties worth going to,
unless you really appreciate the taste of Busch Light and
monotony.
The f undamental problem with going home for
spring break is that you already know the people there
and will likely know them for life. On a real spring
break, you don’t know anyone and no one knows you.
You just fi nd some fun people, hook up, party hard and
forget about them. No appearances or relationships to
maintain. That’s the essence of a good spring break:
drunk anonymity. Don’t go home, don’t even call home.
Unless you need someone to post your bail.

MICHAEL LAMBERT

Assistant Viewpoints Editor

RYAN QUINN

Assistant News Editor

Assistant Sports Editor

JONATHAN BATTAGLIA

JAMES KRATCH

Have fun, be safe
over Spring Break
1. If you’re going to do something embarrassing,
don’t wear USC gear. We don’t need a repeat of
“Borat.”
2. Don’t drink the worm, enough said.
3. Don’t get sunburned on your f irst day.
Sunscreen is a good thing. You can even ask
someone good-looking to put it on for you.
4. Don’t get arrested. If you do, make sure you
send copies of your mugshot to your friends.
5. If you’re going to be
If you’re going home, hit up the nearest
college. Just remember to
home, hit up the represent your school —
no party fouls.
nearest college. 6 . U s e p r o t e c t i o n .
Just remember — Condoms protect from
some STDs. Mace
no party fouls.
protects from all STDs.
7. Go ahead and hook up
with foreigners. Just make sure they’re not foreign
exchange students attending USC.
8. Have a DD. No, t hat doesn’t stand for
designated drunk.
9. Watch your drink. Roofies aren’t a normal
ingredient in margaritas.
10. Fist pump as much as possible. But watch
where you point that thing.
Whether you choose to relax, celebrate or catch
up on the work you’ve been pushing off, The Daily
Gamecock wishes our readers a safe and fun spring
break.

Bullets and baristas: Starbucks-goers should pack heat
2nd Amendment guarantees right to bear arms;
citizens should be able to ‘openly carry’
Everybody knows how much we Americans like our coffee.
They know too just how much we enjoy to take our favorite
shotgun and go hunting or target shooting. Who knew,
though, that we liked to use them together so much? Especially
when it comes to making a political statement.
Recently, there has been a great buzz over the evolution of
our Second Amendment rights in this nation. Currently, the
Supreme Court is reviewing a Chicago law that makes it illegal
to carry or own a handgun in city limits. In 2008, it struck
down a similar law in Washington D.C., setting a precedent
that many believe will be upheld. President Obama also
recently signed a bill that carried a provision allowing firearms
back into national parks. And at the center of it all is the mecca
of mochas: Starbucks.
Gun rights advocates have been taking advantage of a policy,
or lack thereof, regarding guests carrying guns into the coffee
houses as a way to show gun control groups, such as the Brady
Campaign to Prevent Gun Violence, that they will not back

down in extending their rights. Officially, Starbucks does not
ban citizens from carrying fi rearms into its stores in states
where that is permissible, although individual store owners
may do so. The corporation, though, has said it only follows
local and federal laws and has no desire to be pulled into the
media circus. So don’t be surprised if you see rifles next time
you decide you need to go visit your favorite barista and get
your fix.
All states have laws regarding carrying weapons openly
in public, and the majority actually allow the practice. Some
require a license for it, and others have absolutely no regulation
in place, at least until someone discharges a weapon. Then
there’s a problem.
Gun control freaks think “open carry” is unsafe and doesn’t
allow people to feel like they are in a safe environment, while
advocates of gun rights think exactly the opposite. The root of
the debate, though, is regulation.
Concealed-carry laws are just as debated in this country,
although the practices of some states may have a solution to
the open carry problem. In several states that allow a person
to possess a concealed-carry license, applicants must complete
an approved firearm safety course before their license will be
approved. This is one way that open carry can be somewhat
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monitored and ensures that all persons who do carry a weapon,
concealed or not, are able to use a firearm safely.
No matter what states allow, there is no reason to ban the
ownership and carry of firearms in this country.
Being allowed to openly carry a firearm in
public does not make the citizenry violent,
and guns only become dangerous when they
aren’t handled properly or someone has intent
to harm others. Situations can arise where law
enforcement is unavailable and the influence
and power of a firearm is needed. And guns
Jeremy
don’t have to be fired to keep a violent criminal
Aaron
from
hurting innocent people. The display of a
First-year visual
firearm is quite enough to deter that intent.
communications
student
Allowing open carry across the entire country
is not going to affect the flow of illegal weapons,
but allowing citizens to exercise the right to arm themselves
at all times is a way to ensure safety. I know that if I were a
violent criminal and was thinking of robbing a bank, I would
definitely think twice about it if I saw pistols on the belts of
shoppers. So I should be allowed to walk into Starbucks and get
my Tall White Chocolate Mocha with a nine millimeter on my
hip. Don’t start none, there won’t be none.
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“Movies are the memories of our lifetime. We
need to keep them alive.”
— Martin Scorsese
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82nd Oscars to set
historical precedents
Academy sets sights
on deserving, noteworthy
choices Sunday night
Jimmy Gilmore
MIX EDITOR

Regardless of which performers, technicians
and films ultimately walk away with the statues
at this Sunday’s 82nd Annual Academy Awards,
there will be an unconventional, unexpected or
unprecedented winner among the bunch. Ever
since the Academy announced they would be
expanding its Best Picture lineup to include 10
nominees for the first time since 1943, this season
has been one of constant speculation.
And while 10 films may have the honor of
being a nominee, the precursor award season and
media reporting have focused the race into an
epic duel between David and Goliath. “The Hurt
Locker,” made for $11 million and grossing only
$12.6 million on its modest theatrical release,
goes head-to-head with “Avatar,” made for an
estimated $237 million and already grossing
more than $700 million domestically, making it
the all-time box office leader. Both tied for the
most nominations this year with nine apiece,
but for either to win would be a historic moment
for the Academy. Were “The Hurt Locker” to
win, it would be the first film ever directed by a
woman to do so, and it would also be among the
lowest-grossing winners of all time, adjusted for
inflation.
If “Avatar” wins, not only would it be the first
science fiction film to ever do so (and only seven
years after “The Lord of the Rings: The Return
of the King” was the first fantasy film to cap the
big win in 2003), it would be the first film to win
Best Picture without having either a writing or
acting nomination since 1932.
Despite these statistics, “Avatar” and “The
Hurt Locker” have been at the heart of the
contentious battle for statues. Making matters
more interesting, their directors, James Cameron
and Kathr yn Bigelow, respectively, are exspouses. In the year he finally delivers his long-
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awaited sci-fi opus, she may be the first woman to win the
Academy Award for Best Director (she is only the fourth to
be nominated; the last was Sofia Coppola in 2003 for “Lost
in Translation”).
While Cameron won the honor at the Golden Globes,
where his fi lm also won Best Picture, Bigelow has won
Best Director from the all-important Directors Guild
of America, the British Academy and the Critics Choice
Awards, among others.
But if neither of these films ends up winning, who could
stage a coup? Many are pointing at “Inglourious Basterds”
as a possible spoiler; while it certainly would be one of the
most audacious fi lms to win the prize in the Academy’s
history, it also follows closely behind the two frontrunners
with eight nominations, including writing and directing
nods for Quentin Tarantino, a supporting actor nod
for Christoph Waltz and multiple tech noms. The fi lm
additionally won top honors at the Screen Actors Guild
awards.

Other Hot Races

And if the Best Picture race is a fight to the finish,
several other key categories are similarly hotly contested.
As far as acting goes, Jeff Bridges looks to have sewn up his
first Academy Award for his embodiment of an alcoholic
singer in “Crazy Heart,” while Christoph Waltz and
“Precious’s” Mo’Nique have won nearly all Supporting
Actor and Actress competitions this year.
That leaves Best Actress, a race many predict will go to
Sandra Bullock for sleeper hit “The Blind Side.” While
Bullock did win the Critics’ Choice, Golden Globe and
Screen Actors Guild, those wins are deceptive — at the
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Critics’ Choice she tied with fellow nominee Meryl Streep (for
“Julie & Julia”), and at the Golden Globes she won Best Actress
in a Drama while Streep won Best Actress in a Comedy/Musical.
With her only outright win being the SAG award and Streep
breathing down her neck at every turn, expect either of these
actresses to take home the statue or, if Oscar is in the mood
for an upset, BAFTA-winner Carey Mulligan could claim the
honor for “An Education,” also a Best Picture nominee.
Best Original Screenplay is the other major category that has
several question marks floating around it. Mark Boal, writer
of “The Hurt Locker,” won the Writers Guild and BAFTA
award for his script, but he faces stiff competition with Quentin
Tarantino.
Tarantino, importantly, was disqualified for the Writers
Guild award, as he is not a member of their guild. With both
“Basterds” and “Hurt Locker” being such high-profile films, it’s
hard to see which will reap the win.
Aside from all this competition in the main categories, a fair
many of the tech awards have formed their own battlegrounds
as revolutionary spectacle “Avatar” contends against more
traditional work in “The Hurt Locker” and “Inglourious
Basterds,” among other great looking and sounding films.
There may be little that feels absolutely sure about this year’s
Academy Awards, but one thing that is sure — someone is going
to make history.
Comments on this story?
E-mail sagcketc@mailbox.sc.edu

If The Mix had a vote...
Oscar nominees we would choose in major categories
Jimmy Gilmore
MIX EDITOR

Picture
“Inglourious Basterds”

The major Oscar contenders offer multifaceted
ways to look at war. W hether in the colordrenched spectacle of “Avatar,” which bluntly
recasts colonialism into a space epic, or the
hyperrealism of “The Hurt Locker,” perhaps the
most realized vision of the Iraq war to date, war
has once again populated our screens.
“Inglourious Basterds” blows them out of
the water, though. In Quentin Tarantino’s best
film since “Pulp Fiction,” he has more than
scalped Nazis and intricate dialogue on his mind.
Through its wild audacity, “Basterds” is not just
a jaw-dropping revenge fantasy, but a whole
new way to think about how World War II gets
represented on film.
Award-worthy scene: The climactic showdown
in the movie theatre and the subsequent historic
revisions

Supporting Actors
Christoph Waltz &
Anna Kendrick

Waltz has won nearly every Best Supporting
Actor award during the entire season , and it’s
not hard to see why. From his opening scene in
“Inglourious Basterds,” he is absolutely devilish.
By turns playful, menacing and always eloquent,
he plays Col. Landa with a sense of almost tragic
self-interest.
Award worthy scene: Bargaining for a deal to end
the war
Anna Kendrick has been overshadowed all season
by Mo’Nique’s towering turn in “Precious,” but
the young actress emerges as a dynamic, endearing
presence by the end of “Up in the Air.” She so
deftly exposes her character’s false confidence and
underlying anxieties, sometimes running a full
spectrum in a matter of seconds. It’s hard not to be
in awe.
Award-worthy scene: Firing an employee over
a webcam and realizing her business philosophy
doesn’t work
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While Jeff Bridges will deservedly win for his
work in “Crazy Heart,” we at the Mix still can’t
get over how raw and immersive Jeremy Renner
was in “The Hurt Locker.” His bomb tech was
such a fully realized man of self-destructive flaws;
Renner tumbles headfirst into the psychology of
an adrenaline junkie.
Award-worthy scene: Confessing his love of
war to his infant son
Likewise, Carey Mulligan’s breakthrough
turn in “An Education” is a very subtle piece
of glamour. Though not a particularly showy
performance, she manages to infuse every look
and motion with the dazzle of naivete. She
perfectly encapsulates the effortless grace of her
entire film.
Award-worthy scene: Standing up to her
teacher when quest ioned about her older
boyfriend
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Lead Actors
Jeremy Renner &
Carey Mulligan

AP Photo

Director
Kathryn Bigelow

Bigelow’s win would be a historic moment
for the Academy and a deser ved one. Her
direction of “The Hurt Locker” is nothing but
brave, a sharp and taut construction of life on
the ground. The intensity and suspense stems
from very traditional, very smart fi lmmaking
that takes f ull advantage of camera work,
editing and sound.
Aw a rd -wor t hy s c e ne: T he I E D t e a m
disarms a trunk full of bombs in what feels
like agonizing real time.

Joel Ryan / AP Ph
Photo
hoto
hoto
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Comments on this story?
E-mail sagcketc@mailbox.sc.edu
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Daily Gamecock Oscar predictions
Staffers weigh in on who they think will win major categories at this year’s ceremony
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— Compiled by Mix Editor Jimmy Gilmore

Academy alters
voting process
Preferential balloting adopted
for Best Picture race
Jimmy Gilmore
MIX EDITOR
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James Cameron helped create new technology for
“Avatar,” now the all-time global box office leader.

Best Picture nominee “The Hurt Locker” was financed
independently and filmed in Jordan and Kuwait.

Oscar choices have lasting significance
Winners often reflect
underlying trends
in movie industry
Jimmy Gilmore
MIX EDITOR

Every so often, the Academy Awards
get a chance to really say something
about a historical moment in film.
Whether it was in 1969, when a win for
“Midnight Cowboy” helped usher in
dozens of daring movies over the next
decade that redefined what American
films were about, or in 2005, when the
shocking upset of “Crash” over heavy
favorite “Brokeback Mountain” was
construed by many as the Academy
resisting one form of social drama in
favor of another.
Not since 2003 has an out right
blockbuster won the Academy Award.
In the five ceremonies since “Lord
of the Rings” had a clean sweep
of the evening, the Academy
ha s vent u red i nto m idlevel, modestly
grossing fare.
Mov ies l ike
“M illion
Dollar Baby ”
and “Slumdog
Millionaire”
triumphed over larger
studio projects like “The
Aviator” and “The Curious
Case of Benjamin Button.”
Three of the last five winners have
been independent films, and the other
two — “Baby” and “The Departed”
— were $100 million successes, but not
quite huge hits.
T he Academy has a h istor y of

disregarding “larger” films in favor
of smaller, more conventional and
accessible works when it comes to
their big awards. The classic upset
of i ndep endent p er io d rom a nc e
“Shakespeare in Love” over studio
heavyweight “Saving Private Ryan” in
1998 is among the best proof in recent
years.
The trend extends back to 1977,
when “Annie Hall” topped “Star
Wars” in Picture and Director,
despite “Wars” winning six
Oscars and “Hall” winning
only four overall.
T h i s y e a r, t h e s h o w ’s
producers — Bill Mechanic
and Adam Shankman —
are doing everything
they can to try and
pull the ceremony’s
broadcast
o u t
o f
i t s
telev ision
ratings
pitfall. They
w a n t
America to fall
back
in love with the
Oscars — but what
symbolic gestures will
the Academy itself make,
and will they embrace what
the public wants?
This is one of the
few years where the
“people,” the “critics”
a nd t hose who hover
somewhere in between all
have things at stake, especially
considering the Oscars are usually
read as a symbolic gesture of what
the industry was “all about” each
respective year.
Were “Avatar” to win in the
major categories or rack up more than
four wins, it would be a dramatic break
from their tendency of late to embrace

smaller movies that generated more
discussion than they did business. It
would also be a representative embrace
of James Cameron’s vision for what
cinema can be.
In the long run, that kind of embrace
may be detrimental to something like
“Up in
t he A i r ” a nd “A
Serious
Man,” movies that
thrive on the kind
of word-of-mout h
that awards can generate
and whose product ion
continues in part because
of how responsive the
Academy has been to
mid-level independent and
quasi-studio work over the
last decade.
The Oscars have always had, and
will continue to have, that special ring
of legitimacy for the film industry.
Its unofficial tagline of “film’s highest
honor” is an endowment but also a
responsibility for those who vote.
While in many ways this year is a
contentious David and Goliath, with the
public largely on one side and the critics
largely on the other, this philosophy
extends far beyond the Best Picture and
Best Director battles between “The
Hurt Locker” and “Avatar.”
Nearly every category has a split
of “big, popular” films going against
“smaller” works.
Whichever half ends up with the
larger overall trophy take may have a lot
to say about future Academy broadcasts
and potentially the industry as a whole.
Remember, the Academy Awards are
never about what’s “best.” They’re about
what can be framed the best.
Comments on this story?
E-mail sagcketc@mailbox.sc.edu

While most categories still have a voting
process where a plurality determines a winner,
the Best Picture race has turned into a totally
different kind of monster.
Voters are using a preferential ballot, where
“rounds” of voting determine a winner. It works
like this: each Academy member ranks the films
one through 10 (for example, “An Education” at
No. 1 and “Inglourious Basterds” at No. 2, all
the way down to “Up in the Air” at No. 10).
Each No. 1 vote is then sorted into 10 different
piles for the separate movies. W hichever
film gets the least votes after this first round
is eliminated. In our example, let’s say “An
Education” got the least votes. All of the No.
2 choices now act as No. 1 choices, so our
imaginary ballot gets placed in the “Inglourious
Basterds” pile.
This redistribution occurs again and again
until one film gets a majority of the vote (50
percent plus one of the approximately 6,000
Academy members). This means that even if
“Avatar” leads after the first round, something
like “Inglourious Basterds” could actually win if
it surges in later rounds.
The only other time preferential ballots were
used this awards season was at the Producers
Guild of America, where “The Hurt Locker”
won their top award.
Comments on this story?
E-mail sagcketc@mailbox.sc.edu

Courtesy of MCT Campus

“Up in the Air” is one of several underdog
Best Picture nominees that could benefit from
the move to preferential ballots.
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Inside the Box ◆ By Marlowe Leverette / The Daily Gamecock

Calendar of Events

What: Korean Christian Fellowship
Bible Study
When: 9 a.m.
Where: Russell House, Room 303

What: Chinese New Year
When: 5 p.m.
Where: RH, Room 203
What: APO Talent Show Info
meeting
When: 7 p.m.
Where: RH, Room 201

What: International Bible Study
When: 1 p.m.
Where: RH, Room 205
What: Campus Advance Studies

What: Midtown Spring Break
meeting
When: 5 p.m.
Where: BA, Room 05
What: FACSS meeting
What: Alpha Lambda Delta meeting When: 7 p.m.
When: 3:30 p.m.
Where: RH, Room 203
Where: RH, Room 315

on the Word
When: 1 p.m.
Where: RH, Room 203

Whiteboard ◆ By Bobby Sutton / The Daily Gamecock

The Scene
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TODAY
ALADDIN
9:30 a.m. and 7:30 p.m., $5-$32
Koger Center for the Arts, 1051 Greene St.
BY THE SINS FELL ANGELS, THE CLASSIC
STRUGGLE, DIAVOLO, ZEUS, THE TERRIGAN
MIST, YOUR CHANCE TO DIE
7 p.m. doors, $8 over 21 / $10 under 21
New Brookland Tavern, 122 State St.

PhD ◆ By Jorge Chan

WRONG WRONG WRONG FEATURING BRIAN
WADE
9 p.m. doors, $7
The White Mule, 1530 Main St.

TOMORROW
THE SC BEAT STREET BEAT BATTLE
9:30 p.m. doors, $7
New Brookland Tavern, 122 State St.
JOHN SATTERFIELD W/ JACKASS FLATS
6 p.m. doors, 8 p.m. show, $8
The White Mule, 1530 Main St.
ALWAYS...PATSY CLINE
8 p.m., $17
Town Theatre, 1012 Sumter St.

03/05/10

HOROSCOPES

1234567890-=
ARIES Group activities
inspire you and a partner.
Your efforts go in a creative
direction, while your partner
keeps t he project w it hin
reasonable bounds.

LEO Work closely with a
partner to brainstorm ideas
for any project. You share
similar views concerning
hidden significance.

TAU RUS Use b ot h
creativity and logic to fuel
household activities. Turn
down the emotional volume
to get more accomplished.

creative skills to complete
you r ow n work a nd a id
others in finishing theirs.
That way, you can cheerfully
go home on time.

GEMINI Creative ideas
pop up in ever y area you
look at. The changes you
need are easily made.

C A NCER Education
pay s of f now. C hoo se a
seminar or class that allows
lots of creative input. Then,
work hard to get the most
out of it.

V I RG O Use your

SAGITTARIUS Today
you see how to bring less
consc iou s concept s i nto
reality.
C A PR ICOR N Use
your imagination to dream
up a plan of action. Others
will contribute if they see
your willingness to roll up
your sleeves.

AQUA R IUS An
L I B R A U s e y o u r older person bases log ic

imagination to devise new
methodology. Logic is only
one part. Feelings impact
the bottom line.

SCORPIO You’ve been
hatching a plan for home
improvement. I mpor t
decorative tile or accents to
add fresh color.

on t rad it ion. Mold t hat
information into a unique
story to increase profits.

PI S C ES Use you r
creative methods to fi nish a
project before quitting time.
Drag out the thesaurus to be
sure you’ve chosen the right
words.

03/05/10

Solution from 03/04/10

ACROSS
1 Devious, in a
way
4 Bad states
9 You often see a
lap in one
14 Bullet in a deck
15 Strange
16 Kind of trader
17 Royal sleep
disturbance, in a
tale
18 Break from
soldiers’ training?
20 Ill-advised
22 Flames’ org.
23 Gives the slip
24 Clown
settlement?
27 Old waste
allowance
28 Resemble
strongly
33 ID necessity,
often
36 Plow into
37 Like Chinese
dishes,
frequently
38 International
affair?
42 It may be gross
in med sch.
43 OPEC member
44 Development
units
45 Picks
47 Monopoly card
49 O. Henry
stories?
54 Pizza chain
58 Like Bizet’s only
symphony
59 Night light
60 Copperﬁeld’s
limo?
63 Short sentence
about a long
term
64 Center of
Cleveland?
65 Some plots
66 “I reckon not”
67 Noodleheads
68 “Siddhartha”
author
69 It’s up to you
DOWN
1 “Mr. Smith
Goes to
Washington”

director
2 Shore thing
3 Dough-raising
need
4 __ story
5 Fine point
6 August
comment
7 Warbling sound
8 IPO overseer
9 Malibu and
Tahoe
10 Guadalajara
greeting
11 Ideal for Joshua
trees
12 “Now that makes
sense”
13 Trio in an NBA
game
19 Entitle, as an
altered ﬁle
21 Ancient
Indo-European
25 Swift reptile
26 Vividly colored
ﬁsh
29 Used as an
elevator
30 Blob’s lack
31 Rubberneck
32 Eye cells
33 NEA
supporters

Solution for 03/04/10

34 Fine-tune
35 Fall birthstone
36 Itinerary abbr.
39 Have a better
crew than
40 Burkina __
41 See 6-Down
46 Group with
common
interests
47 Some booth
occupants
48 Proverbs
follower: Abbr.
50 Heiress, perhaps
51 Equestrian tools

52 Maker of Advantix
cameras
53 Blizzardlike
54 Urban hazard
55 Proverbial thorn
56 “A Death in the
Family” novelist
57 England’s
Portsmouth
Harbour and
others
61 “As if!”
62 Mariner’s hdg.
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USC faces
tournament
implications

Gamecock football
kicks off spring drills
Offensive line changes, tight end
shuffle highlights first practice
Ryan Velasquez
STAFF WRITER

After a two-month hiatus, South Carolina hit
the proving grounds yesterday afternoon for the
first Spring practice of the year. With an array of
new faces mixed among those returning from last
season, the Gamecocks hope to continue taking
steps toward improvement and becoming a better
team in 2010.
“It was a good start. We’re doing a few things
differently this year,” coach Steve Spurrier said. “We
didn’t huddle at all on offense today. We’re trying
to pick up the pace a little bit and see what we can
do. The quarterbacks and receivers weren’t all that
sharp, but other than that, it was a good first day.”
One of the new faces was offensive line coach
Shawn Elliott, who was hired shortly after the end
of last season. Taking over a unit that struggled at
times in 2009, Elliott believes the group can reach
its potential in 2010.
“You can’t really base much off first impressions.
You’ve got a group, and the first thing you’ve got
to fi nd out is how hard they want to work and be
good,” Elliott said. “I think the group we’ve got,
being a small one, can work hard, gain confidence
and become a better offensive line.”
Among the first changes visible on the offensive

line was the transition of sophomore T.J. Johnson
from guard to center, a position Elliott thinks he’ll
be able to thrive in.
“I think you’ve got to base your offensive line off
the center position and the leader of it. T.J.’s a leader
for us on the offensive front,” Elliott said. “He does
everything you ask of him in both the weight room
and the classroom. He works his tail off, and that’s
what we need to build leadership around center. He’s
the foundation right now.”
Senior Patrick DiMarco also saw some action
from a new position, lining up at tight end for much
of the practice after playing fullback last season.
“He did pretty well in there,” Spurrier said. “We
might play with two tight ends and one running
back more than one tight end and two running
backs. We’re going to give him a chance to get on
the field more.”
Missing from action due to an academic issue,
however, was sophomore receiver Alshon Jeffery.
“He missed a class, so he had to miss a practice,”
Spurrier said. “He should be here at the next one
though.”
On the defensive side, the Gamecocks introduced
some changes in the secondary, most notably with
junior Akeem Auguste moving from cornerback to
free safety.
“Free safety has been good to me. It’s basically
letting me play the ball a lot more,” Auguste said.
“I played cornerback last year and free safety my
freshman year, but there’s really no big difference to
me. It’s football.”

Carolina looks
to improve position
against Vanderbilt
Sam Davis

STAFF WRITER

Sam Bennett / THE DAILY GAMECOCK

Ellis Johnson coaches during practice Thursday.
Among those making their debut was freshman
quarterback Connor Shaw, who saw lots of action
from behind center.
“We worked with Connor on mechanics a little
bit, but the ball comes out of his hand pretty nicely,”
Spurrier said. “He’s got a quick throw. He got a lot
of snaps, and he’s going to continue to a bunch of
them.”
With last season’s Papajohns.com Bowl loss still
fresh in their minds, the Gamecocks will look to
play with extra motivation as they prepare for the
upcoming year.
“Everybody’s still got memories from the bowl
game and a bad taste in their mouth. Hopefully we’ll
come out as a newly equipped team that’s better
prepared,” Auguste said. “We’ve got to work on the
little things. That’s what we’re going to be focusing
on this spring.”
Comments on this story?
E-mail sagckspt@mailbox.sc.edu

USC falls to Rebels in Tourney
Carolina’s season ends
as Walker misses shot
in final seconds of loss
Chris Bilko

STAFF WRITER

DULUTH, Ga. — The South
Carolina women’s basketball team has
finally seen its season draw to a close.
Guard Ieasia Walker missed a triple
from the wing with Carolina down
one, and the Gamecocks fell 64-63 to
Ole Miss in the first round of the SEC
Tournament.
Inside play was the focus for the
Gamecocks in the contest, as 56 of
their 63 points came in the paint.
Freshman center Kelsey Bone was the
main benefactor of this style, leading
USC scorers with 20 points.
Carolina had trouble containing
first team All-SEC guard Bianca
T ho m a s . T ho m a s e nd e d w it h
22 points and six three-pointers,
including going 5-5 from 20 feet in
the fi rst half. On the fl ip side, USC
only took eight treys and made one
of them. The Gamecocks came out
of the gate with good energy, and it
translated to the floor, starting with a
10-0 run before Ole Miss (17-13) hit a

lef t to put t he
three to break
Gamecocks up
up the streak.
63 - 61. T h e n
The Rebels
a s a n a n s we r,
eventually
Ole Miss guard
regained their
Shantell Black
shooting stroke
dropped a
and shortened
jumper, drew the
the Gamecock
foul and swished
lead. USC
the free throw
(14-15) showed
to put the Rebels
their toughness
up by one. USC
a nd kept t he
coach Dawn
game close, and
Staley then
the Rebels only
called t imeout
h a d a 3 0 -2 8
and drew up a
lead at the half.
play.
Carolina
“ We wa nted
lo oked to b e
to get t he ball
lett ing t he
inside to Kelsey,”
game get away
Staley said. “But
in the second
they were trying
half with Ole
to crowd her
M iss ga i n i ng
Erik S. Lesser / The Associated Press
space.”
as much as
I nstead t hey
a n e i g h t - Guard Samone Kennedy drives the
gave the last shot
point lead. A lane against Ole Miss on Thursday.
to guard Ieasia
technical foul
Walker, who was
for having six
players on the court seemed to make wide open for three on the baseline.
USC get it back in groove, and they The shot looked good initially, but
it clanked off the rim and went into
fought it back to close game.
The two teams then traded baskets the waiting hands of Black. USC
until sophomore guard La’Keisha immediately fouled, and Black missed
Sutton nailed a layup with 35 seconds the front end of the one-and-one, but

the team could not get a good baseline
pass off with only two seconds left.
“I’m sat isf ied w it h t he shot,”
Staley said. It was on the mark, but
unfortunately for us it didn’t.”
B o n e a g r e e d w i t h S t a l e y ’s
assessment.
“She’s knocked that shot down
several times for us this year,” Bone
said. “It just didn’t go down.”
The mood was somber after the
game, as this loss looked to squash
any postseason hopes that Carolina
had to start the tournament. Staley
seems focused on next year and
improving from this season’s 14-15
overall record.
“We are not where we want to be,
but there is progress inch by inch,”
Staley said. “We are a better team
than 14-15. As I told our crowd in
Columbia, we are going to make
what we are experiencing now distant
memories.”
Despite finishing just one game
below .500, the Women’s National
Invitational Tournament has created
a rule that does not allow teams
with losing records to compete in its
tournament, officially drawing the
team’s season to a close.
Comments on this story?
E-mail sagckspt@mailbox.sc.edu

Carolina faces off against CU Tigers
USC hopes to continue
recent success on diamond
in three-game series
Ryan Velasquez
STAFF WRITER

In 13 years as head baseball coach at South
Carolina, Ray Tanner has accumulated a 25-22
record against Clemson, including nine wins
in the last 12 meetings. Tonight, he’ll get the
chance to improve that margin as the No. 15
Gamecocks prepare to open up a three-game
series with the No. 13 Tigers.
Coming off a 15-0 trouncing of Presbyterian,
the Gamecocks will be looking for similar
success against their in-state rival.
“It’s like a conference weekend for them and
for us,” coach Tanner said. “We’re going both
barrels loaded, and we’ll be able to use our
personnel like it’s a conference weekend.”
Carolina’s pitchers enter the weekend off to
one of the best starts in the country. In seven
games, the staff has notched a 2.63 ERA and 71
strikeouts while holding opponents to a batting
average of .217.
The weekend rotation will see senior Blake
Cooper start in tonight’s game, junior Sam
Dyson on Saturday and freshman Tyler Webb
on Sunday. Dyson, who has been named to the

Kara Roache/ THE DAILY GAMECOCK

USC coach Ray Tanner and CU coach Jack
Leggett talk before last season’s game at
Carolina Stadium.
Golden Spikes Award watch list, enters the
weekend with a 1-0 record, a 2.35 ERA and a
SEC best opponent batting average of .080.
“Everything you do is important, and I don’t
want to minimize any game we play because
they all count in the end, but it’s our rival,”
Tanner said. “It takes on great significance.
It’s not just another game. It’s the CarolinaClemson series, and it doesn’t get any bigger.

It’s great.”
“We’ve got our best guys going against their
best guys, and it will give you a real idea of
where each team stands with their pitching and
their lineup,” junior Whit Merrifield said. “I’m
looking forward to it — it’s going to be fun.”
After a solid outing on Wednesday, Carolina
will expect to see sophomore outfielder Jackie
Bradley Jr. remain in the starting lineup this
weekend. Held out in the fi rst six games while
recovering from a broken hand, Bradley went 2
for 4 with a double and a run scored in his fi rst
start of the season.
“It’s still early, but I’m excited to have him
out there,” Tanner said. “He gives us another
dimension if we can get him going a little bit.
If we can get [Nick] Ebert some more swings,
it will make us a better team.”
Ebert said he is looking forward to swinging
the big stick against the Tigers again this year
and hopes to build off the 2-2 record USC
earned against CU last season.
“It’s by far one of the biggest rivalries in the
country — it’s two in-state schools, two top
notch colleges competing,” Ebert said.

Comments on this story?
E-mail sagckspt@mailbox.sc.edu

There’s nothing like facing
a Top 20 team on the road
while riding a six-game losing
streak.
A pproac h i ng t he f i n a l
regular season game of the
year, the USC men’s basketball
team travels to Nashville to
take on Vanderbilt in the
hopes of building momentum
heading into next week’s SEC
Tournament.
W hile an at-large berth
in the NCA A Tournament
wa shed away week s ago,
Carolina (14-15, 5-10 SEC)
still has something to play
for against the ’Dores: the
fifth seed in the Tournament,
which begins on Thursday.
By upsetting Vanderbilt
(23-6, 12-3), USC would lock
up the fifth seed in the SEC
Tournament by winning the
third tiebreaker over Georgia.
T hat t iebrea ker? Record
against the top seed of the
conference, which this year is
Kentucky.
The fifth seed in the East
would actually give USC a
relatively easy first round
game. The opening game in
the tournament would pit the
Gamecocks against the No.
4 seed from the West, which
would be Auburn or Alabama
— t wo teams well wit hin
South Carolina’s talent level.
A loss to Vandy, however,
a nd t he G a mecock s w i l l
automatically fall to the very
bottom of the East division.
In that case, the Gamecocks
would likely see Arkansas in
the first round but could face
Ole Miss.
The task at hand certainly
isn’t an easy one, though, and
the odds are in favor of USC
ending up with the sixth seed
in the conference tournament.
I n order to pull of f it s
second monumental upset of
the season, Carolina needs to
come out playing just like they
did against Alabama — with
high intensity and crisp, clean
play. But unlike Wednesday
n ight’s per for ma nce, t he
Gamecocks will need to put a
consistent effort on the court
for 40 minutes.
One element that makes
Vandy such a dangerous team
is its accurate shooting from
the field. That’s how it beat
USC earlier this season, and
that’s how they’ve beaten
good teams all year. A stellar
defensive effort will be key for
to have a chance to win down
the stretch. That’s what didn’t
happen the first time around.
“You won’t beat anyone
when they shoot 61 percent
against you,” USC coach
Darrin Horn said af ter a
10-point loss to Vanderbilt
six weeks ago. “There were
things we did well and spots
we played with the energy
and aggressiveness we need
to have, but it wasn’t enough.
T h at ’s t he b ot t om l i ne.
Collectively, we weren’t good
defensively tonight to give
ourselves a chance to win.”
A r uc k u s c rowd a nd a
steady, reliable offense will be
awaiting South Carolina. A
loss will add to the frustration
a nd m a k e a t ou r n a ment
run even more unlikely. To
put forth a valiant effort on
Saturday, USC must keep
in mind what M ississippi
State proved one year ago:
a st rea k i ng tea m i n t he
tournament will earn a bid to
the Big Dance, no matter what
their regular season was like.
Comments on this story?
E-mail sagckspt@mailbox.
sc.edu
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Place a Classified ad: p 803-777-3888 • f 803-777-6482 • www.dailygamecock.com

First insertion: $2.50 per line
Subsequent: $1.50 per line

classifieds

Major credit cards accepted

Additional Info

Line classified ad rates

Two-line minimum
Lines average 30 characters in length

DEADLINE

Additional options

Noon, 1 business day prior
to publication

Box around ad: $1.25
Logo insertion available for an additional cost

E-mail: sholmes@mailbox.sc.edu • Office hours: M-F 8:30 am - 5 pm • Russell House, Rm. 343

Announcements

Apartments

Housing-Rent

Lifeguard Training & CPR re-certification classes offered at Harbison. For
more info contact D. Cartee @ 781-2281

PRE-LEASE FOR SUMMER/FALL
Reserve 2BR for $750 Market rate 905.
Reserve it today! All utilities incld.
Open M-F 9-5 Call Glenn 799-1442

4BR 2BA Shandon hd flrs Begin 5/10
$1345. 3BR NOW. $11095 318-0729

Apartments
27 Apts (1-5 BR) almost on campus.
803.318.0800 rajaluri@aeliusa.com
THE GATES @ WILLIAMS BRICE
2BR 2BA pool pkg avail April 1st
$1200/mo. 843-377-3486

Housing-Rent
STADIUM VILAGE LOFTS
2BR Grad stds pref. Gated complex
w/restrictions. Many amenities
$1200/mo 803-242-5058

PLACE ON THE GREENE CONDO
2002 Greene St convenient to Starbucks & Gourmet Shop and groceries
2BR 2BA. Renovated with great paint
colors, new fans and fixtures. All appliances plus washer and dryer and
cute balcony with view of Shandon. Assigned parking. & keyed secure entry.
Available Aug 1st $950/mo includes
water. Call Mike @ 413-2516.
ROOMS -4-RENT Lg Spacious
Walk to USC $300/mo. Call 463-5129
CONDO FOR RENT 2BR 2BA
min from USC located on River.
All appl furn. $800.Avail now!
Call Matt 730-3980
2BR 1.5BA Townhouse W. Cola
5 min to downtown $850. 261-9085.

Help Wanted
BARTENDING up to $250/day . No exp
nec, training prov’d 800-965-6520 X 253.

Help Wanted
PT JOBS AVAILABLE
INNOVATIVE COURIER SOLUTIONS
IS NOW SEEKING A PT SUPERVISOR
Must have customer service and computer skills. The job entails working in a
fast paced industrial environment. Must
be able to make timely decisions and
multi task. Answering phones, dispatching drivers, resolving customer and contractor issues and sorting product in
warehouse. ICS is a courier and logistics
company. We offer specialized logistics
services throughout SC. PT
Warehouse sorter positions also
available 3-9 M-F
PTHours avail 16:00-22:00
$10/hr M-F Pt Supervisory
4-7 $8.50/hr M-F Sorters
email resume:
cjones@innovativecourier.com
Fax 409-0960

Help Wanted
Summer Camps

TELEMARKETERS
NEEDED NOW!!
PT Hours. Must have excellent
speaking voice! Earn $200- $500/wk.

Free cell phone!
Call 803-238-5780

PLAY SPORTS! HAVE FUN! SAVE $$
Maine Camp needs fun loving counselors for all land, adventure & water
sports.
Great
summer!
Call
888-844-8080, apply: campcedar.com

Joel
Gardner
won $25 to the Russell House bookstore last friday!

Help Wanted
Instructors

NOW HIRING!
SWIM TEACHERS!
Pay starts @ $10 per hour.
Free Training and Certification. Email
Jim Reiser @
swimprofessor@sc.rr.com
your current availability,
background/qualifications, and if you
will be here for the summer.

Help Wanted
Restaurants
TEAPOT CHINESE RESTAURANT
Now hiring cashiers & delivery drivers.
Good Tips! Flexible hrs. 920-4975
HARBOR IN SEAFOOD -Now hiring
servers/cashiers for day and night. Will
work with your schedule. Please apply
within 7375 Two Notch Rd 462-3498

Services
PREGNANT, NEED HELP?
FREE pregnancy test Call Birthright
765-0165

this could be you today!

SGTV

For Students.
By Students.

1g0am0e%
co c k

TV

all day
everyday.

4

CAMPUS
CHANNEL

